
STATE OF LOUISIANA 

PARISH OF WINN 

APRIL 21, 2025 

 
The Police Jury of the Parish of Winn, State of Louisiana, met in Regular Session at its 

meeting place, the Police Jury Meeting Room of the Parish Courthouse, 119 West Main 

Street, Winnfield, Louisiana, on Monday, April 21, 2025 at 5:00 p.m. (CST), pursuant to 

the provisions of a written notice given each and every member thereof, and duly posted 

in the manner required by law.  (Note: President does not vote unless a tie) 

 

There were present: Mr. Frank McLaren-President, Vice President Deionne 

Carpenter, Mr. Phillip Evans, Mr. Darrell Franks, Mr. 

Stanley Garrett  and Mr. Author Robinson. 

 

There were absent: Mr. Kyle Potts. It is noted he is ill and special prayer is 

offered for him. 

 

Legal Counsel: Mr. Chris Nevils. 

 

President Frank McLaren called the meeting to order at 5:03 p.m.     

 

Invocation was delivered by Mr. Author Robinson.  The Pledge was led by Mrs. Deionne 

Carpenter.  

 

ADDITIONS OR DELETIONS:   

 

None. 

 

Motion by Mr. Darrell Franks to adopt the agenda.  Second by Mr. Phillip Evans.  No 

discussion.  Vote taken:  5 yeas.  0 nays.  1 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

Motion by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter to adopt the minutes of March 17, 2025-Regular 

Meeting and March 17, 2025-Special Called Meeting.  Second by Mr. Darrell Franks.  

No discussion.  Vote taken:  5 yeas.  0 nays.  1 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS & COMMENTS: 

 

President McLaren calls for any public comments or announcements.  Mr. Danny 

Sullivan is present and addresses the Jury about his road, Sullivan Road. He notes Mr. 

Potts is his Juror and he has discussed this matter with him.  For several months he has 

trouble with his neighbor.  He states his neighbor blocks the Parish road while he is 

trying to get home.  He has called the Sheriff’s Department and they came and talked to 

the neighbor about moving his property out of the road.  He says they keep moving their 

stuff out further and further towards the road.  Mr. Holmes, the Road Superintendent has 

put flags out showing the width of the road.  Most of the property is outside of the flags 

now.  The problem now is the road ditches are full of their junk.  He says the road grader 

will not come work the ditches so the water is running down the middle of the road.  He 

states that the road crew has come out and filled the holes with gravel and back drug the 

gravel.  He is asking that the equipment be moved out of the road ditches.  Mr. Sullivan 

states that the Catfish House Road is in bad shape due to loggers leaving dirt piled up and 

ditches full after cutting logs on a private track.  Discussion was had by the Jury and Mr. 

Sullivan.  He notes that he has hit the neighbor’s trash cans as they were in the road and 

they reported him.  President McLaren questions Operator Gavin Snowden as he recently 

put the rock on the road.  Mr. Snowden states the road is 16’ 6” wide.  Further discussion 

was had.  President McLaren states that the Jury will look into this matter further and try 

to eradicate the problem. 

 

Mr. Paul Hodnett, Assistant Road Superintendent is present this evening to give a road 

update.  A road maintenance report is in each Jurors packet.  Mr. Hodnett states that one 

drag behind on the tractor is still waiting on parts as has not come in yet, the side boom is 

in District 6 but is getting ready to move to L. Sullivan Road and Aunt Maries Road 



before the Capital Outlay projects begin on those roads. Pothole patching is going good. 

Mr. Hodnett states that the new guy hired to run the tractor did not show up so they are 

still looking for someone for that position. 

 

GUESTS: 

 

None.  Mr. Thomas Magee of Frye-Magee was scheduled to be here to discuss the 

2026/2027 LCDBG program but had to cancel.  Mrs. Karen Tyler, Secretary/Treasurer 

states that there is paperwork in each Juror’s folder providing information.  Public 

Facilities-Street improvements in Mimosa Drive/Old Alexandria Road area does qualify 

for funding construction in the amount of $1,000,000 with local funds totaling $190,000.  

This application would be due May 22nd.  Another option is Clearance/Demolition.  This 

project has restrictions on the structures as listed in the paperwork.  Applications are due 

December 15th.  The Parish is eligible for $750,000 of LCDBG funds.  However, the 

Parish would have to pay the admin fee of $58,000.  The Jury will need to decide soon 

what action it wants to take.  President McLaren states that each Juror needs to read the 

information and we can decide on the option to take. 

 

BUSINESS: 

 

Motion by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter to approve the monthly/weekly invoices; as follows: 

 

General Fund     $   94,886.04 

Road Fund     $   92,820.41 

Health Unit     $     2,179.92 

Sales Tax     $   81,573.71 

Library Weekly    $   18,244.83 

Weekly Invoices    $  425,770.09 

   Grand Total  $  715,475.00 

 

Report includes budget to actual comparisons in all major funds.  (It is noted that the 

General Fund expenditures are over revenues due to higher inmate medical costs).  

Report is signed by the Bill Approval Committee Mr. Frank McLaren, Mrs. Deionne 

Carpenter and Mr. Kyle Potts.  Second by Mr.Phillip Evans.  Vote taken:  5 yeas.  0 nays.  

1 absent. 1 abstained.  Motion carried.   

 

Motion by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter to declare Mr. Mike Carpenter as a full time 

custodian for the Jury.  Second by Mr. Author Robinson.  Vote taken:  5 yeas.  0 nays. 1 

absent.  1 abstained.   Motion carried.   

 

Motion by Mr. Author Robinson to assist the Village of Sikes with road work on Caney 

Street within the Village limits.  Second by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter.   Discussion was 

had by the Jury.  Vote taken:  5 yeas.  0 nays.  1 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

 (Resolution #006 of 2025 attached thereto and made a part of these minutes) 

 

Motion by Mr. Stanley Garrett to adopt a Resolution to assist the Village of Calvin with 

pot hole patching on Poole Street, 6th Street Loop, 7th Street and Front Avenue from 2nd 

Street to the dead end towards the East.   Second by Mr. Phillip Evans.   Vote taken:  5 

yeas.  0 nays.  1 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried. 

 

 (Resolution #007 of 2025 attached thereto and made a part of these minutes) 

 

Motion by Mr. Stanley Garrett to a Resolution to assist the Winn Parish School Board in 

clearing a ditch adjacent to the properties of Winnfield Senior High School and 

Winnfield Middle School.   Second by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter.  Discussion was had by 

the Jury.  Vote taken: 5 yeas.  0 nays.  1 absent.  1 abstained.  Motion carried.   

 

 (Resolution #008 of 2025 attached thereto and made a part of these minutes) 

 



Motion by Mrs. Deionne Carpenter to appoint Ms. Desirae Bruce to the Central La. 

Human Services Board of Directors for another three year term.   Second by Mr. Darrell 

Franks.   Vote taken:  5 yeas.  0 nays.  1 absent.  1 abstained. 

  

Mrs. Karen Tyler notes that enclosed in the Jury packets is the Winn Parish 

Communications District minutes of March 20, 2025 and the Winn Parish Fire District #3 

minutes of March 18, 2025.  

 

 She states that during Love the Boot week of April 5th through April 12th that a total of 

22,500 pounds of litter was picked up in the City of Winnfield and out in the Parish.   

 

Mrs. Tyler also adds that Representative Jack McFarland has done Winn Parish an honor 

by designating the bridge located on U.S. 167 in Winn Parish as the “Clayton Horne 

Memorial Bridge” under HB 174.  Clayton lost his life serving our Country.  The current 

status is pending House final passage.  President McLaren praises Representative 

McFarland for this action and states it really is an honor not only to his family members 

but also to the Winn Parish residents.  President McLaren adds and thanks Representative 

McFarland for the wonderful job he does for Winn Parish and we continue to give him 

thanks.  He adds how fortunate Winn Parish is to have Representative McFarland over 

Winn Parish. 

 

President McLaren states that he would like to have No Littering signs placed throughout 

the Parish.   The litter pickup shows just how much litter we have in Winn Parish.   Mr. 

Chris Nevils notes that his office prosecutes these cases often, noting the fine is $500 and 

or 6 months in jail.  Further discussion was had by the Jury. 

 

On motion of Mr. Darrell Franks and second by Mr. Author Robinson, President 

McLaren declared the meeting adjourned at 5:45 p.m. 

 

 

    ____________________________________________ 

    MR. FRANK MCLAREN, PRESIDENT 

 

 

ATTEST:______________________________ 

KAREN TYLER-SECRETARY/TREASURER 


